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ESSAY # 1
In today's society, we have numerous freedoms and standards that every individual has the right to maintain or enjoy. Civil rights and civil liberties play a crucial part in the measures of action a nation takes and how the citizens exercise them. In a diverse nation like America that has significantly advanced since its foundation, liberties and rights have an effect on the way power is shared/distributed by those in authority and by average citizens in our nation. Resultantly, the democracy of American society has tremendously flourished as the leaders of this nation work hard to fight for the civil liberties of each citizen within our walls. This essay, therefore, aims at analyzing civil liberties and how the liberties relate to issues such as political freedom as provided by the U.S. constitution.
Civil liberties may be defined as the rights guaranteed to the citizens by the United States constitution and by court-made legislation or law. They are simply freedoms every person has that no one in a position of power has the authority to interfere with or take away. Civil liberties are constitutional and legal rights that protect individuals from government actions (Freund, 1950). These liberties permit American citizens to speak freely and without fear against the government (provided in the first amendment to the U.S. Constitution that forbids Congress from creating any law that abridges individuals' right to free speech), worship in whatever way we choose, and even organize protests. Other civil liberties may include the right to vote, right to marry, right to a fair court trial, right to maintain silence during police interrogation, right to privacy, among others (Freund, 1950). 
It was essential to the early settlers that we have such liberties so as to be shielded from unnecessary intrusion from the government. These civil liberties are included in the bill of rights, the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution, the right to bear arms, the right to privacy, and freedom of speech. Civil liberties are essential as they bring communities together to share their ideas to improve life in the American's citizen life. The US constitution particularly its bill of rights safeguards the civil liberties. The passage of the 14th amendment further safeguarded civil liberalities by introducing the equal protection clause, due process clause and immunities or privileges clause.
Civil liberties and the bill of rights equate to political freedom, in my opinion. To be much more precise, many people, including legal experts and political scientists, distinguish between political freedoms and civil rights even though the U.S. constitution has been translated to protect both. The political freedom concept is closely linked with the concepts of human rights provided in the bill of rights and civil liberties. For instance, the bill of rights dictates the right to an individual's privacy in terms of freedom to be free from unreasonable frisks and searches of your home. Apart from contract or searches, the right of privacy arises out of specific relationships, which may be marital, commercial, or even political.
Political freedom, which may also be referred to as political agency or political autonomy, is a major concept in America's political thought and the most vital characteristic of democratic societies. Unlike civil liberties, political freedom is much more than the government's limitations on power. It is the freedom from coercion or oppression, the absence of disabling conditions for a person, and the fulfillment of enabling conditions or the absence of lived-conditions of compulsions such as economic compulsion. The term may also refer to the positive possibilities and capacities for action, the exercise of power, and the group's exercise or social rights. As mentioned earlier, political freedom is closely correlated to the concepts of human rights and civil liberties (Neumann, 1953).
ESSAY # 2
Voting equality for the African-Americans was a matter of considerable protest and debate following the Second World War. Prominent public acts of civil unrest like the Selma – Montgomery March in 1965, during which Alabama state troopers allegedly used force/violence to stop further protesting, pushed legislators to quickly act towards solving the issues at hand because shocking events like this were common. Soon after, the 36th president of the United States, Johnson B. Lyndon, recounted the clear discrimination at the southern polls to Congress. The voting rights act of 1965 was signed into law, therefore guaranteeing the other half of our countries' voices to be heard. The VRA had a lasting and direct impact not only on the African-American's voting rights but also on the progression of equal voting for other under-represented groups in America. This paper evaluates the legacy of the 1965 voting rights activist and the current voting system in the United States of America.
The VRA was generally a law passed in Martin L. King Jr's wake to Montgomery in March of 1965. The act authorized the national safeguarding of individuals' right to vote and allowed federal enforcement of minority voting rights in individual nations, particularly in the south. Apart from exercising their voting rights, African-Americans regained the suffrage stripped away from them before. President Johnson B. Lyndon signed the Act due to the significant rise in violent encounters and demonstrations between the law enforcers and African-American citizens (Christopher, 1965). Before the act was passed, the blacks had been fighting and struggling for equal freedoms and rights for decades. These former slave owners understood that freed slaves had similar voting rights after the slavery abolition in 1863. In terms of procuring equal power for every American, the fourteenth and thirteenth amendments were passed. The VRA is historically important as it outlawed the widespread discriminatory practices of voting adopted in numerous southern states right after the civil war. These practices included the literacy tests issued to the blacks as a pre-requisite to voting (Christopher, 1965). 
It has now been fifty-six years ago since the civil-rights movement's historic soldiers endangered their lives to safeguard the African-American's right to vote, fighting against a system that disenfranchised millions of blacks. The VRA is considered the most far-reaching piece of civil liberties legislation in the United States. The voting rights act to date protects all citizens' right to participate in U.S. democracy on an equal basis. Although the right has received a couple of blows since its implementation, it's still significant. For instance, in 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court eviscerated a major provision of the Act. Section five of the Act required jurisdictions with a discrimination history to obtain approval before changing voting rules. In Shelby County, the court invalidated section four which determines the localities and states served by section five. 
Since the act was passed, the African-Americans have the right, just like any other American, to participate in voting. Today the African-Americans have made gains in the United States political leadership as a result of the bill. As the first Black US president, Barack Obama's election represented one of the major advances in the gradual. Still, steady progress African-Americans have made in recent years in gaining a steady foothold in political leadership in the present U.S. The Act has also impacted the rate of voter turnout in numerous states. In contrast to the low numbers of voters witnessed before the Act was passed, many states have seen an increase in the number of voter turnouts, with many African-Americans showing up to exercise their legal right to vote. In the recent elections, we saw the former president, Donald Trump, and his rival Joe Biden trying as much as possible to reach out to the black population who, according to statistics, proved to favor Biden over Trump. 
In conclusion, it is true to say that since it was signed into law in 1965, the voting rights act has significantly impacted U.S. politics and elections. The Act has been and will remain among the far-reaching civil rights in the United States history. Black Americans who were often denied the right to vote can now vote or vie for seats thanks to the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
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